Medical reports some 30 years ago1-3 suggested the rarity or non-existence of Down's syndrome among Africans. However, between 1955 and 1961 isolated cases were reported from different parts of the continent.4-Attempts to study the incidence of the syndrome within a given community in Africa gave results contradictory to A A Adeyokunnu Cases were seen throughout the year and no statistically significant variations were found in monthly, seasonal, or annual incidence.
In 39 % of cases, the patient was the fifth child, the fourth in 28 %, the third in 19 %, the second in 3.5 %, Cytogenetic analysis of the present cases has confirmed the findings of previous workers.1517 23 Of clinically recognisable cases of Down's syndrome, 95 % were trisomic, 4 % had a translocation, and 1 % were mosaics.
It may be concluded that, contrary to early beliefs, Down's syndrome occurs as commonly in the Negro race as in other races. The environmental factors which induce non-disjunction at a relatively young age require further study. Although there is no specific treatment for patients with Down's syndrome, who are invariably mentally retarded, epidemiological studies will heighten the awareness of health planners in a community that has for a long 279 time believed that all its genetic ills are limited to the haemoglobinopathies and allied disorders. syndrome in Nigeria. 
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